Giving



A Royal Law Love

Tithing and seed giving are out Holy Spirit ledigty from love i
in!

Either through our ignorance or laziness, and esajiecwhere
REAL deacons are not functioning, the collectioat@lbecomes
cop-out” from taking our responsibilities before Godisesly. The
giving here spoken of, is first of all, of oursedve
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Chapter 1 ItlsYou |l Want

The collection plate becomes

a "cop-out”

A Royal Law - Love

How we like to receive things from God, family,dnds, and workmat
1

but do we enjoy giving?
Either through our ignorance or laziness, and asajipeovhere REAL
deacons are not functioning, the collection plaedmes a coput" from
taking our responsibilities before God seriously.
The giving here spoken of, is first of all, of oeirses.

Some who are not in "systemised churches" no lorng&e thei
responsabilities before God seriously.

1 John 3:1418

14 "We know that we have passed out of death inéobddcause
we love the brethren. He who does not love, ahnlégath.

15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer andkyouw
that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.

16 By this we know love, that He laid down His liferfus, and
we ought lay down our lives for the brethren.

17 But if any one has this world's goods and seebriother in
need, yet closes his heart against him, how doeksGave
abide in him ?

18 Little children, let us not love in word or spedait in deed

2
and in truth.'

How we like to receive things from God, family,ends, and workmate
but do we enjoy giving? We are not here thinkingtteg church plat
Either through our ignorance or laziness, and asjipovhere REAL
deacons are not functioning, the collection plaedmes a "coput" from

taking our responsibilities before God seriod’SIy.

The giving here spoken of, is first of all, of oelres?

"Oh no!", say some to God, "you can have my homsemoney (or somn
of it), my family even -

But Not Me!"



The Apostle Paul wrote,

" .. ltis you | want, not your (money). 2."

Whole hearted people are concerned to know howr tresource:
includina money. should be used in God's ser®



Chapter 2 Prompted by Love

LOVE

The first and most important
motivation for our lives, is

Giving

As we have readthe first and most important motivation for oure
and therefore in this matter, is LOVE. Through wadkin this Love w

are promised a wonderful assurance of our Salvatidre opposit
applies, and through not so walking in Love, a perss found to b
hateful, a murderer who has not got eternal Ivng and remaining |
them.

John gives us very practical guitlees on love: We can say that lov
not just nice sentiments, spoken or unspoken.thadruitful out workin
of a life surrendered in the same way that Jesus Hés life for us -and i
consists in helpful actions without hypocrisy osimcerity, primaril
towards our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Giving - financial aspects

Let us be clear. In financial giving, there aremagic percentage or otl
compulsory figures for the New Testament beliefére believer in Jes
does not today pay G.S.T. to God (or what is catked "church -ocal
storehouse"), as if it wered@'s &rvice Tax!

There are a number of helpful materials availabiganing why we ar
not now required to carry on the Old Testamenttpraof tithing.

Creative Action

Starts with having our own finances in orfer.

Of greater importance to God is obedience oveiifgagrand that we be

debtor to no man other than the debt of L%oveTherefore whil
acknowledging occasions when the Holy Spirit leads in specifi

sacrificial “faith giving'19 it is none-thdess generally important that
expect to meet all our bills (including taxeRemans 13) as they fall d

before thinking of "scattering our bread upon thateN' on a regul

basis!!

Meeting our bills also involves recognising whatr aeal bills are
Keeping our spending on justifiable things (livisignply), and not mere



for our own pleasurels?-, or using money Iooseljﬁ We must also be wa
of any overdraft offers or hire purchase type agreas, avoid credit.

We should aim to be content at having the basiesstes of life -anc

are not to be chasing after additional thifset each one's conscier
and God's wisdom be their testing plate in thisaBare that a number
things we think we need or ‘feel' we must have, andy cultura
expectations learnt from our families and frienaisbrought to us throu
advertising and the likes of television.

The Holy Spirit will help you in this do not be surprised as you s
God's pleasure, at what He will show you to devhether it seen

"uncomfortable" or 'nicel®



Chapter 3 Actingin Love

The Way of Jesus has more
to do with faith out worked
through Love

Love - a responsibility to care

Our first line of Love then, is to our dependennily, our flatmates, (
people where we live, to see that they are clotlied, enabled in tt

basics of lifel®

We should have a special concern for widéWshildren who have r
real parents or loving guardians, solo mums an@ stads, those

prisons, other institutions, and hospitals. Act naty with money, bt
with time and caré®

Look out for the poo?:9 remembering in their need they come as Jes
you20 Never assume that Social Welfare has the situatiater contro
or that vou are too bus?l

Act full of compassion but wisely, particularlythere is any kind of loo:
living or drugs involved (even cigarettes, alcolwlglue).

Find the person's real need and directly meet tha¢n where Godl

correctly appointe%iZ Deacons are ministering, God has not so r
established "church systems" and organisationsgtidr or otherwise),

do this work, as He has given you faith with a oesbility to act, an
Love out poured by His Holy Spirit in your hé&rto motivate.

The Way of Jesus has more to do with faith out wdrthrough Love the

with almost anything els# Let God establish for you in His Spirit h
and when to act.. Be ready.



Chapter 4 Household of Faith

Do good to all men,
especially those of the
"household of faith

Do Good to All Men

We are also to do good to all men, especially thaistae "household

faith."2> When we have a clear choice to make between ouranainth
world in general, the priority is always to helpgldes believers. Keep ¢

eye on not so distant relatives - even if theynane-believersd®

Do all things whether in word or deed in the Nanfeh® Lord Jest

Christ?’ so that our Heavenly Father may receive all thesprand glor
that is due to Him alon?®

Those who toil in the gospel

One of our important bills is to share such matdai@ssings that we ha
received, with any person who having spirituallgdded us has helpec
to receive God's blessing in our lives. Here wetaighare our wealth wi

those who serve us through God's ministries ofgtmieg and teachinéf?

For the Lord Jesus commanded that those who pnod¢te gospel shou
get their living by the gospéf. As with the ministries of elders and ott
(prophets and teachers etc) these people oftemutilbe operating insi
the four walls of a "church" building. Recogniseesh people by fai
according to the fruit of their ministries.

It is not a matter of - sermon into our ears - nyooat of our pockets -
into the plate, like an automatic payment or money machine.
recognising whether or not we really are beingis@ly fed by Go
through someone. We have a personal responsiliditgee the pers
looked after. Even if the person is on salary supggstem through sor
organisation or other. we are to directly see thatblessing goes strai
to the person. They could pay their system batkey wish to.

We have a personal responsibility, and we mighitddl anonymously
Recognise that sometimes our blessing may notri@andial. It could b

aiving time or ability or material gooc3!



Chapter 5 A Cheerful Giver

Let us do well, it is all for
our Lord Jesus Christ!

Other "Offerings”

If you are considering contributing to other praggcorganisation
"church" structures. programmes, buildings or jin collection plat
remember the priority that the poor have, and pexlssupport ar

concern for missionaries at home and abtéadand generally for tt
needs of our brothers and sisters in others I&hds.

No matter where you are giving, let it be where asdthe Holy Spir
shows vou t*
Each one must do as he has made up his mind toglnctantly, or undk

compulsion. for God loves a cheerful givrAnd God will reward us fc
our faithfulness. particularly as we give at casbtirselves for there Go

will meet our needs as wef.

Note that the talents mentioned by Jesus in thabbes, were quantities

silver mone§7 which the master gave to each servamiot skills o
abilities. Jesus says that He gave the money aiocptal each one's abill

to use it3®

Let us do well, it is all for our Lord Jesus Christ



Chapter 6 100 Percent

If we have given all of
ourself, how can we have a
"tithe" left to give?

"For I Will Make A New Covenant With
Them"

The LORD speaking through the Prophet Jeremiah

In talking so far about financial giving, we hawencentrated in looking
the whole area of our total lives.

Now we are to approach a kind of thinking which mgly separate
financial giving from our total commitment to theodd Jesus Christ -
placing God (in some people's eyes) under an diigao us! Suc
people hold to the theory that God requires a spéfiist fruits offering’
of ten percent (a "tithe") of a believer's income.

Some of the people who hold to this theory say th& ten perce
represents the total giving of a believer, oth#rat it is just the first ste
in giving which can even total up to forty percefmt more! (As there a
no Scriptures to support the idea of Christianghifig” no referenc
numbers can be given, for that idea, in this aijcl

We may see from Acts chapter two, that the firdielvers did not coul

any of their possessions as being their dWand indeed many even s
property and aave all their funds at the Apostéet0

For a person born of the Holy Spirit and who idame with Jesus, the
are no percentage figures at all. Not a tithe of blood did Jesus gi
before the Father to redeem us, but 10086 us be like minded! For if v
have given all of ourself, how can we have a "title& to give?

"Into the local store house", says the person
pushing tithing.

So often the 'local storehouse' being mentioneth&r own or the
friends' store house or pockets! We do well to maitmer the warnin
given by the apostles for both elders and deaaongt seek after mone

or use their position for getting mon&y.

There are others who have misguidedly developesimmerely acceptt
teachings which in their opinions place believenslar an obligation -
"tithe", ignoring some very important Scriptures igfh clearly sho\
otherwise.



Very often this giving is utilised to support typed "church'
administration which God has not ordained or gik#s express authori
for. It is not only amongst followers of Armstrosgr or Mormonism th.
tithing is being pushed, but regrettably many thedievers have be
placed under this unnecessary bondage as well.

We will here explore some of the arguments usedytand justify tithing
and see from the Scriptures where the Holy Spieals that we are fr
of this requirement.



Chapter 7 Tithing & The Law

What is a believer to be
expected to keep?

Is Tithing a part of the Law - do we keep
the Law?

The key question needing to be answered is

() is a believer to be expected to keep to thevigrons of the law ¢
Moses;

(i) and which of the practices also contained he taw of Moses b
carried out by Godly men before the Law of Moses, leelievers today

keep??

This may sound complicated, however the second gfathis questio
arises, because some claim that as Abraham (a mémtlo before th
Law of Moses), gave a tenth of his war spoilgete) to a man call
Melchizadek, so we as men of faith who also areumater the Law «
Moses, should do likewise.

Having cited Abraham tithing apart from the LawMbses, surprising
the enforcement for tithing is then normally takieom the words of
prophet speaking to people about their obligatiamje under the Law,

give a tithe to God or be considered to be robiBong*

On one hand then it is claimed that we should tithe=lated to the Law
Moses -but on the other hand we are told we must deamfthe words ¢
a prophet speaking concerning the Law of Moses.

Now even within the Law of Moses itself, it is magéin that th

provisions of the Law of Moses apply to Israel offlyisrael was the nar
given by God to Jacob. Jacob was the only man dedprin the tim

before the Law of Moses, who volunteered to giveegular tithe t

God® The nation Israel are Jacob's offspring and cesguldter wer
given tithing in the Law of Mose€€ Now we are not children of Jac

(Israel), but by faith are considered as childrénAbrahanf’ (Jacob'
Grandfather). With no reference to Jacob what-sr-ev

Now it was not to the n-Jewish nations that the Law of Moses was ¢
to be observed and kept, but to Isi*®

Did Abraham make a regular gift of a tithe?

The record of Scripture is that he only gave atithce, and that was frc



war spoils . Then he gave the left overs away a Me taking only
enough for the war expenses of his men's food laadike® If you rea
the references to Abraham in Genesis, you will ribi Abraham

certainly no example for us to model ourselves ®1fiaa as being regul
tithers. He wasn't so much bound up by rules, as heman of faith anc
obedience, and there he is an example to us, rail far tithing or othe

legalisms. but for fait/®®



Chapter 8 In Jesus Words

the Law

Jesus did talk about tithing
to people who were under

Some say, - "Jesus talked about tithing"

Yes Jesus did talk about tithing to people who veengposed to be doi
it as Israelites under the Law of Mos&sWe are not Israelites under
law of Moses, we are people from all over the wovitho are saved |
Grace, through faith in Jesus having kept the Lawor behalf. Faith |
His having completed the work of the Law in theeoifig up of His ow

body and blood in the eternal Spirit, for our Stitma?

While indeed not one jot of the Law shall pass gvitayjust requiremen
have been met by the Lord Jesus Christs-fulfilled, its work is finishec
There are no more works to be carried out undet &veof Mose<3

Tithing was a work of the Law of Moses. Just ast@#i keeping was al
provided under the Law of Moses in the 10 commamdsjeand now
but a matter between God and a person's conscsecetly, so tithing
not to be suggested or positively talked about, @enthinly not publicl

practiced® (Jesus even said of giving "don't let your Rightnti&now
what your left is doing" - certainly not the Tax2etment anyway?

To really cap it all off, note that Abraham builtasis and circumcised a
lived in tents. Now circumcision is also mentionadhe Law of Mose:
yet no one who promotes tithing is currently udimg same arguments
vigorously) to propose that we practice circumaisior that we shou
live in tents!

There are some who are only interested in the mahpyesent, and othu
who say that they want to teach tithing as somgtthat will please God.

Jesus Himself answering the question . . . whaksvorust a man do to
doing the works of God, answered, "that the workd Gequires is t

believe in Him Whom (God) has serif"

Those who want to teach tithing as something phegpso God, nee
acknowledge that just as we now accept that cirgsiorc is not a
Abraham did it, but is of the heart, so too givisgof faith>’ So while
there are references in the Bible to individual®wlid tithe to please Gc
we cannot simply quote these as proof that God svpebple today
tithe. For it is not the person who simply copidsatvsomeone else in 1



Old Testament has done, who pleases God, but tserpe/ho responds
faith to what the Holy Spirit reveals the Lord Jesuwould have them ¢
They are the people who please God through theindoobedience.



Chapter 9 God BlessesMe

The simple answer is that
God loves a cheerful giver.

"But”, some say, "when I tithe, God
blesses me(?)"

The simple answer is that God loves a cheerfulrgikas the faith an
love that a person expresses in God by their gitimg blesses o
Heavenly Father, not the form or rules attachetttineleogiving:r’8 Our giving
stops our faith to receive from God, from beingdeired, it does not all |
itself cause God to give.

Some have preached and written saying that headitlge body will onl
come for some when they start tithing. Remembetr Jraus even he.
unrepentant sinners by Grace; God having compasgiom whom H
will, aside from any apparent merit (or lack ofat) our part!

The gift of being healed by God cannot be bougletmBmber Simon tl
Sorcerer who wanted to pay money to be able to trevgift of impartin
the Holy Spirit, and what Peter said to him. Jesitsn said, "Your fait
has made you well."

That almost wraps up the arguments often put favar tithing, excey
tithing being mentioned in the book of Hebrews. VWhile writer sets o
to show that Abraham's gift of a tithe to Melchielkdproves th:
Melchizedek's priesthood is higher than that ofiLend therefore high
than the Law's Priesthood. Given that Jesus' poest is likened t
Melchizedek's, this also shows that Jesus' priesthse higher than th
established in the Law of Mos&3just as Holy Spirit led faith giving is
a superior order and class to tithing, actuallyessgding it, fulfilling it
every requirement through faith in the Son of Gddsus the Messiah!



Chapter 10 Biblical Principles

Led by the Spirit of God not
by some set of rules

Continuing Biblical Principles(?)

Some people develop salled "biblical principles" by which they wish
live their lives. Regrettably they often try to ioge these principles
other people. This is a similar error to that mégePharisees in pe

days@30 If there are any "continuing biblical principless’$ some wou
claim, then surely we would all agree that Jesssthdoe the fulfilment «

them all, Himself being the LOGAS come to earth as a humbainc
living amongst us.

We are of course promised the gift of the Holy Bgind His reminding t
of the things that Jesus has said to His Disciged, His leading us in
all Truth..%2 rather than some principles thrown together as demmLav
or set of rules. We live by faith in the Son of Qed by the Spirit of Gc
not by some set of rules governing our lives.

This point was driven home by the Church in Jermatogether with tt
Apostles and elders when they all agreed in theyHspirit to the
following statement, which directly answers the sjiem which parts

the Law might cover us today (whether Abraham tiat inot)%3

ACTS 15:22-29

28"...For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit amds to lay upon yc
no greater burden than these necessary things:

"That you abstain from what has been sacrificettlédss and from bloo
and from what is strangled and from immoralityytfu keep yourselv:
from these you will do well. Farewell."

You will readily notice that this list specificallgoes not tell us
circumcise (which was the issue that had beendpis®r are we told
tithe, even though Abraham did both.

| believe that the Holy Spirit has had the lastavon this matter!

The New Testament believer has not been told he.tiLet us not agr
among ourselves to do other than God has said.
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